
44 

7 CFR Ch. I (1–1–05 Edition) § 56.2 

Grademark means the official identification 
symbol (shield) used to identify eggs offi-
cially graded according to U.S. consumer 
grade standards. 

* * * * * 

National supervisor means (a) the officer in 
charge of the shell egg grading service of the 
AMS, and (b) other employees of the Depart-
ment designated by the national supervisor. 

* * * * * 

Official standards means the official U.S. 
standards grades, and weight classes for shell 
eggs maintained by and available from Poul-
try Programs, AMS. 

Officially identified means eggs that have 
official marks applied to the product under 
the authority of the AMS in accordance with 
the act and its regulations. 

* * * * * 

Packaging means the primary or imme-
diate container in which eggs are packaged 
and which serves to protect, preserve, and 
maintain the condition of the eggs. 

Packing means the secondary container in 
which the primary or immediate container is 
placed to protect, preserve, and maintain the 
condition of the eggs during transit or stor-
age. 

* * * * * 

United States Standards, Grades, and Weight 
Classes for Shell Eggs (AMS 56) means the offi-
cial U.S. standards, grades, and weight class-
es for shell eggs that are maintained by and 
available from Poultry Programs, AMS. 

* * * * * 

§ 56.2 Designation of official certifi-
cates, memoranda, marks, other 
identifications, and devices for pur-
poses of the Agricultural Marketing 
Act. 

Subsection 203(h) of the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946, as amended by 
Pub. L. 272, 84th Congress, provides 
criminal penalties for various specified 
offenses relating to official certifi-
cates, memoranda, marks or other 
identifications, and devices for making 
such marks or identifications, issued or 
authorized under section 203 of said 
act, and certain misrepresentations 
concerning the grading of agricultural 
products under said section. For the 
purposes of said subsection and the 
provisions in this part, the terms listed 

in this section shall have the respec-
tive meanings specified: 

(a) Official certificate means any form 
of certification, either written or print-
ed, used under this part to certify with 
respect to the sampling, class, grade, 
quality, size, quantity, or condition of 
products (including the compliance of 
products with applicable specifica-
tions). 

(b) Official memorandum means any 
initial record of findings made by an 
authorized person in the process of 
grading or sampling pursuant to this 
part, any processing or plant-operation 
report made by an authorized person in 
connection with grading or sampling 
under this part, and any report made 
by an authorized person of services per-
formed pursuant to this part. 

(c) Official mark means the 
grademark and any other mark, or any 
variations in such marks approved by 
the Administrator and authorized to be 
affixed to any product, or affixed to or 
printed on the packaging material of 
any product, stating that the product 
was graded, or indicating the appro-
priate U.S. grade or condition of the 
product, or for the purpose of main-
taining the identity of products graded 
under this part, including but not lim-
ited to, those set forth in § 56.36. 

(d) Official identification means any 
United States (U.S.) standard designa-
tion of class, grade, quality, size, quan-
tity, or condition specified in this part 
or any symbol, stamp, label or seal in-
dicating that the product has been offi-
cially graded and/or indicating the 
class, grade, quality, size, quantity, or 
condition of the product approved by 
the Administrator and authorized to be 
affixed to any product, or affixed to or 
printed on the packaging material of 
any product. 

(e) Official device means a stamping 
appliance, branding device, stencil, 
printed label, or any other mechani-
cally or manually operated tool that is 
approved by the Administrator for the 
purpose of applying any official mark 
or other identification to any product 
or the packaging material thereof. 

[28 FR 6341, June 20, 1963. Redesignated at 42 
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981] 
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ADMINISTRATION 

§ 56.3 Administration. 
(a) The Administrator shall perform, 

for and under the supervision of the 
Secretary, such duties as the Secretary 
may require in the enforcement or ad-
ministration of the provisions of the 
Act and this part. The Administrator is 
authorized to waive for limited periods 
any particular provisions of the regula-
tions in this part to permit experimen-
tation so that new procedures, equip-
ment, and processing techniques may 
be tested to facilitate definite improve-
ments and at the same time to deter-
mine full compliance with the spirit 
and intent of the regulations in this 
part. The Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice and its officers and employees shall 
not be liable in damages through acts 
of commission or omission in the ad-
ministration of this part. 

(b) The conduct of all services and 
the licensing of graders under these 
regulations shall be accomplished 
without discrimination as to race, 
color, national origin, religion, age, 
sex, or disability. 

[20 FR 670, Feb. 1, 1955, as amended at 38 FR 
26798, Sept. 26, 1973; 42 FR 2970, Jan. 14, 1977. 
Redesignated at 42 FR 32514, June 27, 1977, 
further redesignated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 
1981, as amended at 60 FR 12402, Mar. 7, 1995] 

GENERAL 

§ 56.4 Basis of grading service. 
(a) Any grading service in accordance 

with the regulations in this part shall 
be for class, quality, quantity, or con-
dition or any combination thereof. 
Grading service with respect to the de-
termination of the quality of products 
shall be on the basis of the ‘‘United 
States Standards, Grades, and Weight 
Classes’’ as contained in subpart C of 
this part. However, grading service 
may be rendered with respect to prod-
ucts which are bought and sold on the 
basis of institutional contract speci-
fications or specifications of the appli-
cant and such service, when approved 
by the Administrator, shall be rendered 
on the basis of such specifications. The 
supervision of packaging shall be in ac-
cordance with such instructions as 
may be approved or issued by the Ad-
ministrator. 

(b) Whenever grading service is per-
formed on a representative sample 
basis, such sample shall be drawn and 
consist of not less than the minimum 
number of cases as indicated in the fol-
lowing table. A minimum of one hun-
dred eggs shall be examined per sample 
case. For lots which consist of less 
than 1 case, a minimum of 50 eggs shall 
be examined. If the lot consists of less 
than 50 eggs, all eggs will be examined. 

MINIMUM NUMBER OF CASES COMPRISING A 
REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLE 

Cases in lot Cases in 
sample 

1 case .................................................................... 1 
2 to 10, inclusive .................................................... 2 
11 to 25, inclusive .................................................. 3 
26 to 50, inclusive .................................................. 4 
51 to 100, inclusive ................................................ 5 
101 to 200, inclusive .............................................. 8 
201 to 300, inclusive .............................................. 11 
301 to 400, inclusive .............................................. 13 
401 to 500, inclusive .............................................. 14 
501 to 600, inclusive .............................................. 16 

For each additional 50 cases, or frac-
tion thereof, in excess of 600 cases, one 
additional case shall be included in the 
sample. 

[20 FR 670, Feb. 1, 1955, as amended at 22 FR 
8167, Oct. 16, 1957; 28 FR 6342, June 20, 1963; 42 
FR 2970, Jan. 14, 1977. Redesignated at 42 FR 
32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesignated 
at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981] 

§ 56.5 Accessibility and condition of 
product. 

Each product for which grading serv-
ice is requested shall be so conditioned 
and placed as to permit a proper deter-
mination of the class, quality, quan-
tity, or condition of such product. 

[20 FR 670, Feb. 1, 1955, as amended at 27 FR 
10317, Oct. 23, 1962. Redesignated at 42 FR 
32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesignated 
at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981] 

§ 56.6 Supervision. 

All grading service shall be subject to 
supervision at all times by the applica-
ble State supervisor, regional director 
and national supervisor. Such service 
shall be rendered where the facilities 
and conditions are satisfactory for the 
conduct of the service and the requisite 
graders are available. Whenever the su-
pervisor of a grader has evidence that 
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